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		Captioning
		Caption every screen.


				
			Written by S. Zdenek on March 22nd, 2020March 22nd, 2020.								

			

					
				The characters on our favorite television programs are just like us: they come home from work and stream their favorite shows and YouTube videos. But I can’t easily recall any television or streaming programs that showed actors using captioned media. While the sounds emantating from their screens may be captioned for us, the sounds are […]
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		Positioning and styling captions when speakers overlap and interrupt each other


				
			Written by S. Zdenek on March 20th, 2020March 20th, 2020.								

			

					
				It can be challenging to caption scenes with multiple speakers. Bottom-center caption placement is far from ideal for readers when it fails to clarify which captions belong to which speaker. Adding to the difficulty: speakers often talk quickly, interrupt each other, and overlap their speech to show collaborative support. When captions are placed underneath or […]
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		Cripping closed captioning: Experiments with type, icons, and dynamic effects


				
			Written by S. Zdenek on August 6th, 2016August 16th, 2018.								

			

					
				Can we open closed captioning up to greater experimentation through the use of color, icons, typography, and basic animations to convey meaning? Read the full article at DigitalRhetoricCollaborative.org.
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		Chirp! Captioning BB-8 in The Force Awakens


				
			Written by S. Zdenek on April 14th, 2016April 23rd, 2016.								

			

					
				(Warning: Spoilers throughout.) The release of Star Wars: Episode VII – The Force Awakens on DVD and Blu-Ray last week gives us a welcome opportunity to take a much closer look at the closed captions. The BB-8 droid provides an instructive case study. According to the official movie script, the orange and white spherical droid […]
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		Do sirens always wail?


				
			Written by S. Zdenek on January 7th, 2016August 16th, 2018.								

			

					
				A recent tweet from @redpawn3 got me thinking about police and ambulance sirens in closed captioning, and specifically how much variety we are likely to find in siren descriptions: To the people who write closed captioning…Is there ever a time the police sirens are going off but not wailing? — Rock God (@redpawn3) December 26, […]
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		When a yellow subtitle meets a character from The Simpsons


				
			Written by S. Zdenek on December 18th, 2015May 11th, 2016.								

			

					
				In the RGB color model, pure yellow is created by adding red and green light together at full value (red 255, green 255, blue 0). On Hulu.com, the default color of the closed captions is a warm but bright yellow-gold. This color is created by allowing the red value in the red-green mix to predominate […]
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			Winner: 2017 Best Book in Technical and Scientific Communication, Conference on College Composition and Communication (CCCC)




"There’s no book like this; plain and simple, it is one of the most original new books I’ve ever read." -- Brenda Brueggemann, author of Deaf Subjects
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		Buy the Book
			Reading Sounds is published in hardcover, paperback, and e-book by The University of Chicago Press (2015).

This supplemental website includes all of the media clips discussed in the book.



Purchase your copy today.


		About the Author
			Dr. Sean Zdenek is associate professor of technical and professional writing at the University of Delaware. He has been keenly interested in closed captioning for over a decade and writing about it since 2009. Send him an email (seanzdenek@gmail.com) or follow him on Mastodon (seanzdenek@union.place).



			



		
						Proudly powered by WordPress			 | 
			Theme: Simone by Carolina		

	













